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ILLUSION & ABSTRACTION
CAPTURING THE LANDSCAPE



View the Exhibition!

Visit

www.bermudanationalgallery.com

to experience the online walkthrough of the gallery.



From the Exhibit
A Glimpse of the Gallery: Realism, Depth, & Space

How does this piece show depth? 

In your own words, what is realism? 

Think about: 
What do the pieces in this part of the show look like?
What are they trying to represent?

"...Realism, Depth, and Space grounds us in realist
landscape traditions and looks at how artists across
time have carefully observed and meticulously
translated the natural world around them."

View of Tobacco Bay, James Toogood

How does this piece use space?

Realism is depicting the world as true to life as
possible

Depth is how close or how far things appear in art

Space is the distance between different parts of an
art piece



Things closer to us are bigger, and
things farther away from us are
smaller

Making a Landscape
Perspective

What is perspective?

Perspective is how we show depth in space

We can measure perspective using
the horizon line 

Foreground - the part of the image
that looks the closest
Middleground - the area of the
image between the foreground and
the background
Background - the part of the image
that looks furthest away

What is in the foreground of this piece? The middleground? The background?



How to Draw: One Point Perspective

1.  Draw a horizontal line across the page
(This is our horizon line)

2.  Draw a dot at any point along the horizon line
(This is our vanishing point)

3.  Draw receding lines: straight lines that
connect to the vanishing point 4.  Draw a square



How to Draw: One Point Perspective

5.  Draw receding lines from each corner of
the square to the vanishing point

6.  Draw another square along the receding lines

7.  Erase the extra lines Finished!



Now You Try: One Point Perspective



Jabarute, Erik Gamble

From the Exhibit
A Glimpse of the Gallery: Atmosphere, Colour, & Light

"The artworks in Atmosphere, Colour, and Light
explore the effects of light and shade, depth and
space, and experiment with colour and brushwork. 
 For the artists, here, the focus is not on depicting
the details of the landscape before them, but in
capturing its spirit."

How do you think the colour creates the atmosphere?

How would you describe the atmosphere of this piece?

Atmosphere is the mood that the artwork evokes: does it
make you happy? Sad?

Colour is how art creates different moods; different colours
give you different feelings

Light creates colour



CHOOSE YOUR FAVOURITE ARTWORK AND SPEND SOME

TIME ANSWERING THESE QUESTIONS.

Use as much detail as possible - imagine you are describing it to someone who has not seen it.

Title of work:
Date of work:
Artist:

What do you see?

What material is it made from?

What colours are used?

What words would you use to describe this artwork?

What does this picture make you think of?

Is there anything else you notice? 



Untitled, Sheilagh Head

Flatts II, Sheilagh Head

Which piece is abstract?

What makes an abstraction?

Abstract art uses shape, form, colour, and

line to create non-realistic images

Is this abstract?

How do you think abstract art and realism can work together?



Your turn! Let's make abstract art! 

You need: colored pencils, crayons, or markers!

1. Go outside!
2. Use the viewfinder on the last page to choose what you want to draw

3. Without drawing an outline, use your colours to try and capture what you see



You’s a bone alligator, Abi Box

From the Exhibit
A Glimpse of the Gallery: Line, Shape, & Form

"In Line, Shape, and Form, the landscape is drilled
down to a singular focus that captures the essence
of a much-larger whole...By emphasizing the
fundamental elements of line, shape, and form, the
artists pull us in to share their focus and invite us to
see the world from their point of view."

Does this artwork make use of shape? Find a piece that does.

How does this artwork make use of line?

Does this artwork make use of form? Find a piece that does.

Line can be used to create shapes and forms

Shape is a completely closed off flat space, for instance
triangles, squares, rectangles, etc

Form is a three-dimensional shape

https://www.bermudanationalgallery.com/art/yous-a-bone-alligator/


Activity: Contour Drawing

Pencil
Paper
Viewfinder (last page)

You will need:
 Use the viewfinder to choose what you want to draw
 Put your pencil on the page and start to draw what
you see
 Keep your pencil on the page as you draw!! Don't lift
it up

1.
2.

3.



WHAT DO YOU THINK IS HAPPENING IN THIS

ARTWORK? DESCRIBE WHAT YOU SEE

Some things to think about:

What do the colours make you think of? 
What do the lines look like? 

How does it make you feel? Why? 

Roof Line, Antoine Hunt 



Viewfinder

You need: scissors!

 1. Fold this page along the dotted line
 2. With your scissors, cut along the red lines

3. Unfold!!!

Now you can use your viewfinder to frame a scene from life



City Hall & Arts Centre, Hamilton
www.bermudanationalgallery.com

education@bng.bm • 441 295-9428
bermuda_nationalgallery


